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Breakfast Club 2021 

A reminder that Breakfast Club is on every morning, from 8.15 to 8.45, with cheese toasties, 
fruit cups, cereal, tea and milo available free of charge for all students.  We’d love to see you 
there ! 



A message from the Principal…. 

Return to onsite Learning 

It has been great to again welcome all students and staff back to onsite learning.  I continue 
to be extremely grateful for the support and understanding of our students and school 
community as we navigated into a remote period. Our approach was to keep stress and 
demands on families to a minimum whilst still providing learning opportunities to our 
students. I want to thank everyone within the Ararat College community for their adaptability 
during this period and also for the positive feedback that we have been receiving. 

 

School Council Elections 

The opportunity exists for parents and students to either self-nominate, or to be nominated 
for, a position on our College Council.  The College Council meets regularly, usually on the 
third Thursday of every month, where many aspects of the College are discussed.  No prior 
experience is required.  We encourage parents who may not have previously considered 
nominating to do so for 2021.  Nomination forms can be collected from the general office and 
the closing date for nominations is Monday March 1st. 

 

Year 7 Camp 

Our Year 7 students are heading off to camp on Monday.  Students will be going to Norval in 
Halls Gap and focusing on strengthening relationships within their group and amongst 
teachers through a number of team building activities. These activities also aim to push 
students outside of their comfort zone and experience some personal development. Thank 
you to Mr Krol and Ms Ettles for their organisation of this camp. No doubt a great time will be 
had by all! 

 

Annual Privacy Reminder 

Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for 
standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy. 

Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection statement, found on our 
website http://www.araratcc.vic.edu.au/privacy 

For more information about privacy, refer to: https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/
Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx 

This information is also available in nine community languages: 

Amharic, Arabic, Dari, Mandarin, Somali, Sudanese, Turkish, Urdu, Vietnamese. 

 
Ellie McDougall 
Principal 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
http://www.araratcc.vic.edu.au/privacy
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx


Throughout 2020 the College Breakfast Club Program had the privilege of being supported 
by Foodbank Victoria. This support has again been offered for 2021, providing an expanded 
range of food. This is in addition to our normal popular menu of hot milo and cheese 
toasties!!  Our current menu has been published on the College SMT.  

In addition to offering a free breakfast to our hungry students, the College has also been 
provided with a range of general grocery supplies examples of which are currently on display 
in the school foyer.  Generously donated in order to 
support families during the Covid 19 crisis, small packs 
of groceries consisting  mainly of dry goods and canned 
food, (fruit, casseroles, soups etc.) are now available to 
families on request to the front office or the administra-
tive team.  

We are deeply grateful to Foodbank Victoria for the 
continued  support across our Government Schools dur-
ing these unprecedented times and encourage families 
to access resources if needed. 

This year Breakfast Club will run every school morning 
in the Trade Training Centre kitchen from 8.15 to  
8.45am.  

Julie Anderson  and  Steve Mullin 
(Breakfast Club Co-ords)  

Breakfast Club  /  Food Bank 



These new novels are now available in the library. 

A C Reads 

A new thriller from very popular author Karen M. 

McManus. 

The Storys are the envy of their neighbours: owners of 

the largest property on their East Coast island, they are 

rich, beautiful, and close. Until it all falls apart. The four 

children are suddenly dropped by their mother with a 

single sentence: You know what you did. They never hear 

from her again. Years later, when 18 year old cousins 

Aubrey, Milly and Jonah Story receive a mysterious 

invitation to spend the summer at their grandmother's 

resort, they have no choice but to follow their curiosity 

and meet the woman who's been such an enigma their 

entire lives. This entire family is built on secrets, right? It's the Story legacy. This 

summer, the teenagers are determined to discover the truth at the heart of their 

family. But some secrets are better left alone. 

A powerful new novel from award winning Australian 

writer Katrina Nannestad. 

Sometimes it's good to be wild. Sometimes you have to be 

wild. When the Russian Army marches into East Prussia at 

the end of the war, the Wolf family must flee. Liesl, Otto 

and their baby sister Mia find themselves lost and alone, in 

a blizzard, in the middle of a war zone. Liesl has promised 

Mama that she will keep her brother and sister safe. But 

sometimes, to survive, you have to do bad things. 

Dangerous things. Wild things. Sometimes to survive, you 

must become a wolf.  



Ararat College is committed to child safety (Ministerial Order No. 870) and takes all 

reasonable steps to ensure that the safety of our students is paramount. 

Ararat College acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country throughout Victoria. 

We pay our respects to them, their culture and their Elders past, present and emerging.  

Parents and students are reminded that students should be bringing a facemask with them to 
school each day.  Facemasks have become a daily requirement for all public indoor spaces, 
which includes classrooms. 

The school has a small supply of masks for emergency use only,  when a student forgets to 
bring one to school. 

Facemasks 

Eligible secondary school students can receive $225 up to the age of 18 years  to be used  
specifically  for  students to undertake Camps and Excursions.  Payments will go directly to the 
school and be tied to the student.  

Who is eligible? 

 Families holding a valid means-tested concession card or temporary foster parents are 
eligible to apply.  

 If a student is a holder of a valid concession card (e.g. a Youth Allowance Health Care 
Card) in their own name they will be given special consideration. 

 Eligibility will be subject to the concession card being successfully validated with 
Centrelink in 2021. 

If you feel you are eligible to receive the above payment and have not made a claim yet, 
please contact the college office and we will happily assist you. 

 

Immunisations  

CSEF 2021 

A reminder to all our year 7 and 10 families that free immunisations will be conducted at the 
college by the Ararat Rural City.  Could parents please ensure the consent form has been 
signed and returned as soon as possible so they can be included in the vaccination program. 



Ararat College would like to thank our local 
business community who have kindly 
made donations to assist with prizes for 
our students.  
It is greatly appreciated by the students 
and  our school community.  

Over the course of year students who 
achieved 98% - 100% attendance and 
those who have shown most IMPROVED 
attendance will receive a certificate and 
be eligible  to win random prizes.  



 

School is better when your teenager is there 
Why it’s important 
We all want our students to get a great education, and the building blocks for a great education begin with 
students coming to school each and every day. 
Students develop good habits by going to school every day – habits that are necessary to succeed after 
school, whether in the workplace or in further study. 
Missing school can have a big impact on students academically and socially. It can affect their test results, 
including VCE & VCAL, and, just as importantly, it can affect their relationships with other students, and lead 
to social isolation. 
There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them behind, and can 
affect their educational outcomes. 
Each missed day is associated with falling behind in subject topics and assessment tasks, and lead to fewer 
subject choices and may impact on achievement in years 11 and 12 and post-school pathways.  
 

Getting in early 
It’s never too late to improve attendance. Even in the middle years, when school can seem the most 
challenging for students and when attendance rates can be at their lowest,  going to school more often can 
make a big difference. Every day counts.  
Schools are there to help – if you’re having attendance issues with your child, speak to your school about 
ways to address those issues. 
 

In Victoria school is compulsory for children and young people aged 6 – 17 years 
Student Absences  
The main reasons for absence are: 

Sickness – There are always times when students need to miss school, such as when they’re ill. It’s vital that 
they’re only away on the days they are genuinely sick, and setting good sleep patterns, eating well and 
exercising regularly can make a big difference. 

Family holidays - It's vital that holidays are planned during school holidays where possible, and not during 
the term. If you are planning to go on holiday during term time, make sure that you talk to your school in 
advance, and work with them to develop an absence learning plan. 

“Day off” – Think twice before letting your teenager have a “day off” as they could fall behind their 
classmates – every day counts. 

Truancy – This is when students choose not to go to school without their parent’s permission or skip out of 
school during the day. There can be many reasons for truancy; the best way to address this is for schools and 
parents to work together. 

While all absences can effect academic performance, DET’s statistics show that unexcused absences are a 
much stronger indicator of lower reading and maths achievement. 

School refusal - School refusing children experience significant emotional distress not only when going to 
school but also at the thought of going to school; they may be absent from school for weeks or even months 
at a time. School refusal differs from truancy as children generally stay home with the knowledge of the 
parents and despite their best efforts to encourage their child to go to school. See: My child or teenager has 
anxiety 

Secondary School Attendance 
Going to school every day is the single most important 
part of your teenager’s education.  
Students learn new things at school every day – 
missing school puts them behind.  

https://edugate.eduweb.vic.gov.au/collaboration/cdteam/projectdocs/Attendance%202017/Attendance%20-%20final%20web/Parent%20factsheets/My%20child%20or%20teenager%20has%20anxiety.docx
https://edugate.eduweb.vic.gov.au/collaboration/cdteam/projectdocs/Attendance%202017/Attendance%20-%20final%20web/Parent%20factsheets/My%20child%20or%20teenager%20has%20anxiety.docx


February 2021 
Week 5 Monday 22 Year 7 Camp   

 Tuesday 23 Year 7 Camp   

 Wednesday 24 Year 7 Camp   

 Thursday 25  

 Friday 26 VCE /VET Music Excursion 

March 2021 

Week 6 Monday 1 Year 7 and 10 Immunisations 

 Tuesday 2  

 Wednesday 3  

 Thursday 4  

 Friday 5  

Week 7 Monday 8 Labour Day Public Holiday 

 Tuesday 9  

 Wednesday 10  

 Thursday 11  

 Friday 12 Maria Island Camp   12th  –15th March 

Week 8 Monday 15 Student Progress Report 1 

 Tuesday 16  

 Wednesday 17  

 Thursday 18  

 Friday 19 School Photos 

Week 9 Monday 22  

 Tuesday 23  

 Wednesday 24 Music Performance Night 

 Thursday 25 Parent / Teacher / Students Conferences 

 Friday 26 Parent / Teacher / Students Conferences 

Week 10 Monday 29  

 Tuesday 30  

 Wednesday 31  

April 2021 

 Thursday 1 Last Day of Term 1 

 Friday 2 Easter  -  Good Friday 


