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Students across regional Victoria will have access to a world-leading road safety education 
experience, thanks to an interactive and mobile program launched by TAC and Jaala Pulford at 
Ararat College on June 28th.  TAC’s Road to Zero regional in-school program is designed to teach 
the next generation of drivers road rules and how to stay safe, in and out of vehicles.  The 
program is a mobile version of the Road to Zero road safety education complex at Melbourne 
Museum, which has so far been exposed to more than 45,000 visitors this year. The program 
will visit schools in isolated parts of Victoria to improve road safety.  The program includes 
highly interactive and immersive technology which aims to engage students on road safety and 
human vulnerability, whilst also teaching ways to reduce personal risk before they get on 
Victorian roads.  Targeting Years 9, 10 and VCAL students, the Road to Zero Mobile program will 
engage with more than 5000 secondary students from regional Victoria each year. 

Jack Ward 
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A Message from our Principal ... 

Welcome Back 
Welcome back to all students and families to what will be a busy Term 3! I hope that everyone 
had a safe and enjoyable break. I am pleased to announce that I will be continuing as Acting 
Principal during Term 3 whilst Mr Sawyer is on leave. 
 

Parent Opinion Survey 
The Department of Education 2019 Parent Opinion Survey will begin next week, this survey is 
completed annually and is conducted amongst a sample of randomly selected parents from our 
school community. This survey provides important information that assists our school and helps 
inform future school planning and improvement strategies.  
If you are a part of this sample you will receive an email and letter regarding how to access the 
survey. Your support in completing this survey is invaluable to our school! If you need internet 
access to complete this survey, or have any other questions please contact our college office on 
5352 4177. 

 
 
 
Ms Anderson Recognised for 35 years of Service 
Last month Ms Anderson was recognised for 35 years of service 
with the Department of Education. I would like to congratulate 
Ms Anderson on this significant milestone and the contribution 
that she has made to student learning at Ararat College during 
this time. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Welcome to our New Learning Specialist – Teaching and 
Learning Coach 
Over the holidays our school was successful in appointing a 
second Learning Specialist to our staff. I would like to welcome 
Traci Robins into our school community. Traci comes to our school 
with extensive knowledge and experience, working in both 
schools and universities. Most recently Traci was working in the 
DET Regional Office as the Virtual Learning Coach. Welcome Traci! 
 



3 

 

 

Year 10 Camp 
This week our Year 10 students headed off to the snow for their camp, a big thank you to Mr 
Ellis for organising and attending and Ms Skewes for assisting on the camp. No doubt the 
students have had a great time on the slopes, with many experiencing the snow and what it 
has to offer for the very first time.  I am sure this cold weather has assisted with some nice 
fresh snow on the mountain! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 9 Camp 
Next week from Wednesday to Friday our Year 9 students will be heading to Melbourne for 

their Year 9 Camp. Year 9 classes will be running as normal during this time for those students 

not on camp.  All students not on camp are expected to be at school. 

Year 10 Work Experience 

Next week our Year 10 students will be getting a taste of the work force by participating in  

Work Experience placements. We wish them well and hope they gain some insight into their 

future work directions.  We must also thank the businesses and organisations who have 

generously agreed to host our students over the next week. 

Ellie McDougall 

Acting Principal 
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Ararat College is committed to child safety (Ministerial Order No. 870) and 

takes all reasonable steps to ensure that the safety of our students is 
paramount. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WE WANT OUR PARENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!  
 

The college is conducting a survey to find out what parents think of our school. The Parent 
Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training 
that is conducted amongst a sample of randomly selected parents. It is designed to assist 
schools in gaining an understanding of parents’ perceptions of school climate, student 
behaviour and student engagement. Our school will use the survey results to help inform 
and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.   
 
Approximately 30 per cent of parents will be invited to participate in this year’s survey. All 
responses to the survey are anonymous. This year the Parent Opinion Survey will be 
conducted from Monday 22rd July to Sunday 11th August. 
 

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 10-15 minutes to complete, and can be 

accessed at any convenient time within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, 

laptops, tablets or smartphones. The online survey will be available in a range of languages 

other than English. These include: Arabic, Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin (hakha), Hindi, 

Japanese, Somali, Turkish, Punjabi and Greek.  

 

Please speak to Mrs McDougall or Mrs Erhardt if you would like more information. 

2019 Parent Opinion 
Survey  
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YEAR 9 / 10 CLASSES NEXT WEDNESDAY TO FRIDAY ARE STILL 

RUNNING AS USUAL. 

Year 9 classes will be running as normal during this time for those students not on camp.  

All students not on camp are expected to be at school. 

On Monday Year 9 students will attend Careers sessions and the Save A Mate program at 

school. 
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In Food Technology the students had to complete a design brief for a children’s 
birthday party. They baked and decorated their cakes in the last week of Term Two. 

Here are some of the cakes designs they came up with. 
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Handwashing  -  Why It’s Important 

 Proper handwashing can protect you and others from a range of diseases. 
 Liquid soap is better than bar soap, especially at work. 
 Wash and dry your hands carefully. 
 
A number of infectious diseases can be spread from one person to another by contaminated 
hands.  These diseases include gastrointestinal infections, such as salmonella, and respiratory 
infections, such as influenza.  Washing your hands properly can help prevent the spread of the 
germs (like bacteria and viruses) that cause these diseases. 
Some forms of gastrointestinal and respiratory infections can cause serious complications, 
especially for young children, the elderly, or those with a weakened immune system. 
 
When to wash your hands 
You should wash your hands thoroughly: 
 after using the toilet or changing nappies 
 before, during and after preparing food 
 between handling raw and cooked food or ready-to-eat food 
 before eating 
 after using a tissue or handkerchief 
 before and after attending to sick children or other family members 
 after smoking 
 after handling rubbish or working in the garden 
 after handling animals 
 
How to wash your hands properly 
To wash your hands properly: 
 Wet your hands with clean, running water, turn off the tap. 
 Apply soap and lather well for 20 seconds (or longer if the dirt is ingrained). 
 Rub hands together rapidly across all surfaces of your hands and wrists. 
 Don’t forget the backs of your hands, your wrists, between your fingers and under your 

fingernails. 
 If possible, remove rings and watches before you wash your hands, or ensure you move 

the rings to wash under them, as microorganisms can exist under them. 
 Rinse well under running water and make sure all traces of soap are removed. 
 Dry your hands using a clean towel or air dry them.  
 It is best to use paper towels (or single use cloth towel). 
 Dry under any rings, as they can be a source of future contamination if they remain  moist. 
 Hot air dryers can be used. 
 
An idea at home:  give each family member their own towel and wash the towels often. 
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Library eBook Borrowing 

Ararat College is a member of the Wheelers  ePlatform Library, meaning that students 
are now able to borrow ebooks to read on their phone, computer or tablet. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The ePlatform works just like a print library.  There are over 1200 titles to choose from, 

which students can borrow for up to two weeks at a time to read on their chosen device. 
 
It’s easy : 
 
1. Go to https://araratcollege.wheelers.co/ 
 or search for and download the Wheelers ePlatform app from your app store.   
 
2. Find the Ararat College library and log in. 
  Your username is your student code from SMT. 
  The password for everyone is library1 
 
3. Browse and borrow an ebook to read on your device. 
 
 
If the book you’d like to read isn’t available,  you can reserve a copy, and you will receive  

an email when it’s ready for borrowing. 
 

Any questions, please see Miss Jacobs. 
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The best sections to book to see the Ararat College Students 

are 8,9,10,32 and 33 
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Ararat College acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country 
throughout Victoria. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past, present and emerging.  

  (Week 2) 

   

Monday 

 
22 Year 10 Work Experience 

Year 9  -  Save a Mate program 

Year 9  -  Careers sessions 

      July Tuesday 23 Year 10 Work Experience 

     Wednesday 

 
24 Year 9 Camp 

Year 10 Work Experience 

Play rehearsal  -  after school 

 Thursday 25 Year 9 Camp 

Year 10 Work Experience 

Play rehearsal  -  after school 

 Friday 26 Year 9 Camp 

Year 10 Work Experience 

  (Week 3) Monday 29  

 Tuesday 30  

     Wednesday 31 Brainstorm performance  -  Years 7 and 8 

Play rehearsal  -  after school 

    August Thursday  1 School Spec rehearsal  -  St Arnaud 

Elevate sessions  -  Years 7 and 8 

Play rehearsal  -  after school 

     Friday  2 Elevate sessions  -  Year 12 

  (Week 4) Monday  5 Play Week  -  Town Hall 

   Tuesday  6 Play Week  -  Town Hall 

    Wednesday  7 Play Week  -  Town Hall 

   Thursday  8 School Play  -  First performance 

      Friday  9 School Play  -  Second performance 


