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STUDENT  SEARCHES 
                                                                   POLICY 

 

 

 

 

Rationale: 

 

 At times, it may be necessary to conduct searches of school and student property and to seize 

particular items so as to ensure the safety of students and staff, compliance with the law, and 

compliance with the Student Code of Conduct. 
 

Aims: 

 

 To ensure the ongoing safety of students and staff members 

 To ensure that the law, and/or Student Code of Conduct are consistently upheld 

 To ensure all student’s rights are protected and preserved. 
 

Implementation: 

 

 A principal may ban certain items from being brought onto school premises which the principal 

reasonably believes are likely to be used in a threatening, violent or harmful manner.  Students, 

parents and staff will be informed of banned items. 

 If a principal has reasonable suspicion that a harmful item exists, the principal has the power to 

search for and seize such an item.  This authority includes all school property, as well as non-

school premises or vehicle which is being used for the purposes of a teacher-supervised student 

activity. 

 Principals are not permitted to search a student, but may ask a student to turn out his or her 

pockets, open any bag, locker or other item, and to disclose whether or not a student is in 

possession of a harmful item.  

 If a student seeks to obstruct a search, the principal may:  

(a) if the principal believes that there is an immediate threat to the safety, security or 

wellbeing of a student or staff member, contact Victoria Police or 

(b) if the principal believes that there is not an immediate threat to the safety, security or 

wellbeing of a student or staff member, contact the parent/guardian of the student and alert 

them to the circumstances and require the item not to be brought to school in the future. 

 Parents and students will be informed that desks and lockers, both being school property, can be 

searched without notice. 

 A student who does not comply with a direction to open a bag or locker or to turn out his or her 

pockets will be subject to school disciplinary procedures. If the principal believes the student is 

concealing a harmful item under his or her clothing, the principal will use his or her discretion as 

to whether to call Victoria Police. 

 If a firearm or prohibited weapon is seized by a principal, the item must be stored in 

appropriately until surrendered to Victoria Police. 

 If a harmful item that is not a firearm or prohibited weapon (eg: screwdriver) is seized by a 

principal the item must be stored in a safe and secure manner until the item is surrendered to 

Victoria Police or returned to the owner (or the owner’s guardian) as appropriate. 

 The seizure of any weapon or item used as a weapon will be reported to police and the 

Department of Education as soon as practicable. 
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 Any seized item is to be retained by the principal until the principal has provided it to police or 

the principal is satisfied that there is no longer a threat to the safety, security or wellbeing of any 

person or property. 

 The principal may authorise a teacher to conduct searches and seizures of harmful weapons or 

items when a teacher-supervised activity is taking place (either on or off school premises), and 

the principal or assistant principal is not or will not be present to undertake a search. 

 The safety of all students, staff, the principal and visitors to the school must be the main concern 

whenever search and seizure events are being contemplated or are taking place. 
 

Evaluation: 

 

Ararat College is committed to child safety (Ministerial Order No. 870) and takes all reasonable 

steps to ensure that the safety of our students is paramount. 

 

 This policy will be reviewed as part of the school’s three-year review cycle or after any 

significant search and seizure event occurs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                This policy was last ratified by School Council in September 2018   

 

                This policy is due for review in…….                                                    September 2021              
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