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A message from the Principal….. 
Everyone’s back! 

It has been wonderful this week to welcome everyone back to school. I would like to again 

congratulate and thank all families for their hard work and support during Remote Learning. 

It has been a true team effort from everyone in our school community to ensure we 

continue to provide the best learning opportunities for our students. This would not have 

been possible without our families, so thank you! 

This return to a schedule and routine is no doubt going to be an adjustment and very tiring 

for some students. Many are re-establishing social connections and comfort in the 

classroom environment. 

Just a reminder that there is more information for parents regarding the steps we took in 

relation to returning to school as well as an outline of any changes to normal school routine 

and procedures. Please click here to access our parent handbook or you can phone our 

office on 5352 4177. 
 

Morrisby Online 

Next week our Year 9 students will be completing their online component of the Morrisby 

Program. This is an important step in the career development program for our students.  It   

will provide them with important feedback and valuable information that they can use as 

they begin the subject selection process and the pathway and goal setting steps next term. 
 

House Olympics 

On the last day of term we will be holding a mini ‘Olympics’ as a House Competition. All 

students should wear their house colours and Year 12 students will have the opportunity to 

‘dress up’ to represent their house colours. The day will start at the end of recess and as this 

will be a closed school event, you will be able to follow their activities through our social 

media accounts. 

 

Ellie McDougall 

Acting Principal 

https://7ae28b17-68c6-4163-904f-296d9175639f.filesusr.com/ugd/4ff794_fcb86ad5cf224e9db2ff879f17aac3d0.pdf
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Senior School Mindfulness Session 

On Friday 5th June, we held a 

mindfulness session for our senior 

students with guest presenter Meagan 

Ward.  The session is a follow up from 

our work earlier this year with the 

Resilience Project and aimed to 

promote the benefits of emotional 

awareness amongst our students.  The 

session with Meagan was a discussion 

about how we can improve the 

relationship with ourselves by opening 

our minds and practicing calming 

techniques to control our emotions 

and reactions. Meagan also spoke 

about ways that mindfulness can help 

with organisation and study skills.  

 

The students were also introduced to 

the practice of meditation and 

participated in a 15 minute breathing 

and calming session. I would like to 

thank Meagan for providing this 

session for our senior students and I 

would also like to congratulate the 

students for their respectful behaviour 

and participation in the session. It was 

a wonderful and relaxing way to end 

the week! 

-Melissa Murnane  

(Senior School Leader) 



 

 

 

At the end of each term, students 

who achieved 98% - 100%         

attendance and those students who 

have shown most  IMPROVED attendance will receive a       

certificate and go into a draw to win random prizes.  

The prizes are donated by local business and Ararat College.  

On behalf of Ararat College, I would like 

to thank those business’ that have so 

kindly donated to assist with prizes for 

our students.  

It is greatly appreciated by the 

school, our community and the   

students.  



 

We would love to  get some feedback from our 
parents on the Remote Learning Program at Ararat 
College. If you can spare a minute to answer a couple 
of questions it would be very much appreciated! 
Please click on the link  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VK5KM5K 

Your Gateway to strong communication! 
With the final progress report for semester one due at the end of June, we note that there are 

parent/guardians who are not using this facility to access information about their child’s schooling.   

Parents or guardians who would like assistance in setting up or using the portal are strongly 

encouraged to contact the college office 5352 4177.  Our friendly staff will be more than happy to 

assist you in setting up your account and will walk you through how to use this essential 

communication platform. 

The portal is password protected and secure, and gives parents the ability to: 

 View  attendance and notify the school of a student absence 

 Communicate directly with your child’s teachers 

 Make bookings for student /parent /teacher  conferences 

 Download and view progress reports 

 View homework and assignments 

 View student timetables 

 Excursion/Camp  permission approval 

 Receive notifications 

 Access school calendar 

 

Accessing The Parent Portal  

 by installing the mobile App available free from the App Store or Google Play. 

 Via the website https://smtool.araratcc.vic.edu.au 

Xuno  - Parent Portal 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VK5KM5K


Dear parents and carers,  

Term 2 in 2020 has been like no other school term in Victoria’s history, and so I am writing to thank you for your 
support.  

As you know, this week Grade 3 to Year 10 students joined Prep to Grade 2, VCE and specialist school students in face 
to face learning. It is great to see our school communities come together again.  

In responding to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic over the past few months, the Department of Education and 
Training has asked a lot of our teachers and schools, and we have also required your support as parents and carers.  

I want to acknowledge the extraordinary effort you have all made in working in partnership with your teachers and 
schools to support your children while they have been learning from home.  

When I wrote to you a few months ago as we transitioned to remote and flexible learning, I acknowledged that it 
would be a challenging time for everyone, but that it was important to work closely together to provide the best 
possible support for students.  

Many of you have since told me that there have been difficult, rewarding and challenging experiences during this 
unique and uncertain time that we have been through together. I thank you for your support, commitment, patience 
and perseverance.  

But despite difficulties, I’ve been impressed to hear inspiring stories of education innovation.  
The innovative and creative approaches adopted during remote and flexible learning have been outstanding, and many 
schools will bring new approaches with them to on-site schooling.  

Many school communities have forged even stronger relationships and partnerships — with families and teachers 
gaining a greater mutual appreciation of their shared contributions to school education.  

Our schools now have a range of precautionary measures to protect the health and safety of your children, your 
family, teachers and staff, and your local community.  

I hope these measures, along with the knowledge that the Victorian Chief Health Officer and Victorian Government 
have approached the return to on-site schooling with the utmost precaution and careful planning, have helped ease 
any anxiety about the return to on-site schooling.  

The changes at your school are consistent with health advice, including enhanced cleaning in schools and frequent 
handwashing. Your school has also asked you to practice physical distancing during drop-off and pick-up times.  

Your children may be feeling anxious about returning to school. Reassure your child that it’s safe for them to go back 
to school and reinforce what they’ve been practicing at home around hand hygiene and coughing and sneezing. 
Reassure them that extensive cleaning is being carried out in schools and public transport to keep them safe.  

Please remember the health advice: if you or your child is unwell, please stay at home. This is vital to ensuring the 
effective management of the pandemic.  

Information about how to speak to your child about coronavirus (COVID-19) can be found here:  

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/Pages/talkingtoyourchildaboutcoronavirus.aspx  

Visit the Department’s website for the latest information about coronavirus (COVID-19) at:  
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx  

Thank you once again for working with your schools to support your children while they were learning at home and for 
your patience during the staged return to on-site schooling.  

 

 

Jenny Atta  

Secretary  

Department of Education and Training  

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/Pages/talkingtoyourchildaboutcoronavirus.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx


AC Reads 

These new novels by popular authors are now 

available for borrowing from the library. 

A prequel to the popular Hunger Games series.   

It is the morning of the reaping that will kick off the tenth 

annual Hunger Games. In the Capitol, eighteen-year-old 

Coriolanus Snow is preparing for his one shot at glory as a 

mentor in the Games. The once mighty house of Snow has 

fallen on hard times, its fate hanging on the slender chance that 

Coriolanus will be able to out charm, outwit, and outmanoeuvre 

his fellow students to mentor the winning tribute.  

The odds are against him. He's been given the humiliating 

assignment of mentoring the female tribute from District 12, 

the lowest of the low. Their fates are now completely intertwined — every choice 

Coriolanus makes could lead to favour or failure, triumph or ruin. Inside the arena, it will 

be a fight to the death. Outside the arena, Coriolanus starts to feel for his doomed 

tribute... and must weigh his need to follow the rules against his desire to survive no 

matter what it takes.  

Lone Annie sees dragons in your future...She sees giants. She sees 

fire and water. She sees death. Finn's life in the village of Wichant 

is hard. Only his drawings of the wild coastline, with its dragon-

shaped clouds and headlands that look like giants, make him 

happy. Then the strange housekeeper from a mysterious clifftop 

mansion sees his talent and buys him for a handful of gold and 

then reveals to him seven extraordinary paintings. Finn thinks the 

paintings must be pure fantasy-such amazing scenes and creatures 

can't be real! He's wrong. Soon he is going to slip through the veil 

between worlds and plunge into the wonders and perils of The 

Glimme.  



Ararat College is committed to child safety (Ministerial Order No. 870) and takes all 
reasonable steps to ensure that the safety of our students is paramount. 

Ararat College acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country throughout Victoria. 
We pay our respects to them, their culture and their Elders past, present and emerging.  

June 2020 
Week 10 Monday 15  

 Tuesday 16  

 Wednesday 17  

 Thursday 18  

 Friday 19  

Week 11 Monday 22 Year 9 Careers Counselling 

 Tuesday 23 Year 9 Careers Counselling 

 Wednesday 24 Year 9 Careers Counselling 

 Thursday 25 Year 9 Careers Counselling 

 Friday 26 Year 9 Careers Counselling 

House Olympics  -  End of Term 2 

Student Reports -  Cycle 3 

July 2020 
Week 1 Monday 14 First Day of Term 3 

 Tuesday 15  

 Wednesday 16  

 Thursday 17  

 Friday 18  

Week 2 Monday 20  

 Tuesday 21  

 Wednesday 22  

 Thursday 23  

 Friday 24  

Week 3 Monday 27  

 Tuesday 28  

 Wednesday 29  

 Thursday 30 Year 7 and 8 Elevate Sessions 

 Friday 31  


