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Farewell Year 12 Class of 2020 

Last Friday we said farewell to our Year 12 students as they finished their formal classes for 2020.  
Year 12 students came to school out of uniform on Friday and were able to partake in some fun 
before assembling in the Trade Training Centre to celebrate with their teachers. We began with a 
presentation on ‘The Year That Was’ which included a compilation of all the news headlines that 
happened through the year reflecting on the tumultuous journey we’ve been on in 2020.  This 
was followed by a collage of images of the students from when they were in Year 7.  A final  roll 
call was made with students names being called in front of the class for the last time.  After the 
presentation, students and staff enjoyed a small catered celebration so we could all reflect on the 
year and say our farewells. A big thank you to Mrs Melissa Murnane for her work in organising 
these celebrations and ensuring we could gather together safely despite the current restrictions 
that we are under. 

Whilst we farewelled the class of 2020, they will always remain a part of the Ararat College 
community.  We certainly hope that students will keep in contact and let us know about all of 
their life achievements and accomplishments, both professionally and personally.  Through this 
trying time, students have learnt they are resilient and they have proven that they can adapt to 
situations out of their control.  From the Ararat College family, we wish the class of 2020 all the 
very best for their bright futures ahead. 

Footage of the farewell celebration and the final roll call is currently being edited and will be 
released through our social media for families to access as soon as possible. 
 

2021 Planning 

School planning for 2021 is well underway. It is safe to 
say we are all hopefully looking forward to a year with 
less disruptions than 2020!  

I am very excited to announce, that as part of this 
planning, we have appointed Nicole Potter to a teaching 
position at our school. Nicole will be teaching a variety of 
subjects including, Music, Art and English. Nicole has 
extensive experience in all of these subject areas and we 
look forward to welcoming her to the Ararat College 
team. 

Ellie McDougall 

Principal 

A message from the Principal…. 



Yellow Tailed Black Cockatoo -  
Weaving component stage 1 
Earlier in the year our Indigenous students were given the 
opportunity to participate in the planning and creation of 
the Yellow Tailed Black Cockatoo sculpture for the Lake 
Bolac Eel Festival.  

This project was of particular interest to our Indigenous 
students as the Eel Festival continues the ancient cultural 
tradition of First People gathering by Lake Bolac as they 
have done for thousands of years.  The Yellow Tailed Black 
Cockatoo will arrive at Lake Bolac from the north, 
representing the people from the north, in particular from 
Mt Langi Ghiran, the home of the Black Tailed Cockatoo. 
Students from Ararat College are "people from the north" 
so it was great to engage them in creating the Cockatoo. 

Unfortunately due to the pandemic the Lake Bolac Eel 
festival has been postponed until 2022 where the 
Cockatoo will finally arrive and be unveiled.  However, this 
postponement has given the Eel festival organisers the 
opportunity to complete the Cockatoo sculpture with a 
weaving component created and implemented by Aunty 
Bronwyn and Katja Nedoluha. This weaving will add 
coloured detail and texture to the Cockatoo and the 
important ‘yellow feathers’.  

Once again our students have been given the opportunity 
to be involved and have been working in the Ararat LLEN 
building at the back of the school grounds where the 
sculpture is stored during the weaving component stage 
one.  A second stage of weaving will be completed later in 
the term to finally finish the beautiful sculpture. 

Tahni Skewes 
First Nations  
Cultural Coordinator 

Lake Bolac Eel Festival 



Unit 2 Chemistry 

We also had a visitor this week from 

Landcare, Ayesha Burdett. She came 

with her water testing kit and some 

maps of local sampling points in the 

area.  Ayesha spoke to them about local 

water quality and what her job entails. 

Students then got to calibrate her 

equipment and use it in experiments 

they have designed themselves based 

around water quality.  Ayesha was an 

amazing help to the students with their 

experiments and challenged students 

with some of her questions.  

It’s all been happening in Unit 2 

Chemistry this term! Students 

have experienced their first 

titration. This involved preparing a 

basic solution and an acidic one. 

They slowly drop the acidic 

solution into the basic one until 

the indicator in the basic solution 

changes colour (becomes neutral, 

like water). They then use the 

amount of acidic solution used to 

calculate the concentration of the 

solution.  



Breads, Cakes and Pastries 

In breads, cakes and pastries, we have made 3  different sponge 

cakes, vanilla, chocolate and ginger.  They all tasted very good. 

The recipe is now imprinted in our brains and we didn’t need to 

refer to a recipe today.  We are very happy that we have learnt 

such a challenging cake. Our class has now made many 

successful cakes and I we cannot wait to cook them at home! 
 

Cam Nichols 



Hands On Learning 

This year we have introduced a re-
engagement program called ‘Hands on 
Learning’ which focuses on our Year 7-9 
students. This program is supported by Save 
the Children. It has worked successfully across 
the state by creating opportunities at school 
for young people to discover their talents and 
experience success by working in a more 
practical and active way. This program 
operates one day a week on a Monday and the 
CGLLEN has provided us with funding and a 
designated space for this. Students are looking 
forward to decorating this space and making it 
their own.  

Regan Low can be seen 
renovating a seat from the 
school yard which was in dire 
need of repair. He removed old 
paint, welded cracks, re-painted 
metal and replaced timber on 
the seat and was joined by 
Bailey Jensen who assisted 
towards the end of the project 
to put the seat back in the yard. 
Thank you to Mr Reynolds, from 
Technology, for his assistance 
during this project.  

Mr Spalding and Rachel Billet 
will be supervising the students 
this term. 





AC Reads 

New instalments in two hugely popular series have just been released and 

are now available in the library. 

The latest in the Treehouse series. 

Andy and Terry have added thirteen new levels to their 

treehouse and now it's even more out of this world than 

before! There's a soap bubble blaster, a GRABINATOR (it can 

grab anything from anywhere at any time), a time-wasting 

level, a toilet paper factory (because you can never have too 

much toilet paper), a room full of mechanical grandparents, 

a super long legs level, an extra terrestrial observation 

centre and the best bookshop-in-a-treehouse-in-a-tree-in-a-

forest-in-a-book in the whole world! Well, what are you 

waiting for? Come on up!  

 

A story from the world of the Wimpy Kid. 

 

Adventure awaits! From the imagination of Rowley 
Jefferson comes an adventure of epic proportions. Join 
Roland and his best friend, Garg the Barbarian, as they 
leave the safety of their village and embark on a quest to 
save Roland's mom from the White Warlock. Will our 
heroes survive? Find out in Rowley Jefferson's Awesome 
Friendly Adventure! 



Ararat College is committed to child safety (Ministerial Order No. 870) and takes all reasonable steps to ensure 
that the safety of our students is paramount. 

Ararat College acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country throughout Victoria. We pay our respects 
to them, their culture and their Elders past, present and emerging.  
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