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A big thank you to students, parents and staff for the understanding that was shown 
throughout the period immediately following last week’s flash flooding event.  The insurance 
assessment and clean-up team were on site for five days and a number of our buildings were 
required to be taken out of service for this period of time.  While we needed to move a lot of 
classes to other locations which had not been directly impacted by the flood waters, every 
effort was made to limit disruption.  The full damage bill is yet to be determined but without 
the voluntary efforts of staff and students it 
would have been much, much greater.  More 
importantly, the disruption to the education of 
our students would also have been much 
greater if buildings had to be taken out of 
service for weeks or months rather than days 
and we had faced the possibility of not having 
enough safe spaces to continue to run the 
whole school.  Once again, many thanks to 
everyone involved. 
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A Message from our Principal ... 
 

 
Year 12 Camp 
Thank you to Ms Erhardt, Ms Jamieson and Mr 
Andrew Reynolds for accompanying and 
supervising our Year 12 students throughout 
last week’s Year 12 Camp.  The camp has 
greatly assisted in improving student aspiration 
levels, and in making the level of commitment 
required to achieve their full potential very 
clear.  I congratulate our Year 12 students for 
their involvement in the camp and look forward 
to them working hard to achieve their absolute 
best results. 
 
 

 
 
 
Year 7 Students made to feel welcome 
Thanks to the collective efforts of all of our students and our staff, our Year 7 students have 
been made to feel very welcome at their new school.  Our Year 7s are adjusting to our 
expectations of them as secondary school students.   Their teachers have been making an extra 
special effort to get to know them all quickly, and have been gathering data from multiple 
sources to gain a more accurate picture of their current learning levels.  This will assist with 
providing an accurate assessment of their achievement, and of their attitude and effort on their 
first progress report, which will be available during week 7 of this term. This week our Year 7 
students have been attending their camp at Grampians Retreat in the southern Grampians, 
where they have been getting to know each other and some of our staff, while being engaged in 
a range of enjoyable and challenging activities. 
 
 

Parent and Emergency Contacts 
All parents are requested to check that their contact details and the details of their emergency 
contact listed at our school office are accurate.  It is also important that a parent or their 
emergency contact can be reached via this information.  Already this year we have had a 
number of instances where parents have needed to be contacted as a matter of some urgency 
but we have been unable to reach either them or their designated emergency contact.  It is vital 
for the welfare of all students that contact can be made with a parent or emergency contact  
at any time during the school day. 
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Community use of school Facilities 
We continue to encourage the local community to make use of our school’s facilities.  A 
number of groups have taken up and benefitted from this offer, making good use of our Trade 
Training Centre, Gymnasium and synthetic surface multi-sport facility.  Our school greatly values 
the support that it receives from many individuals, groups, organisations and businesses within 
the local community and benefits from some wonderfully successful partnerships.  Successful 
partnerships require contributions from both partners, and our school is very keen to do its bit 
to assist the local community.  

 
School Council Elections 
The opportunity exists for parents to either self-nominate, or to be nominated for, a position on 
our College Council.  The College Council meets regularly, usually on the third Thursday of every 
month, where many of the organisational aspects of the College are discussed and important 
decisions are made.  No prior experience is required.  We encourage parents who may not have 
previously considered nominating to do so for 2019.  Nomination forms can be collected from 
the general office and the closing date for nominations is Monday February 25th 2019. 

 

Geoff Sawyer 
Principal 

The wellbeing team would like to welcome everyone back to school this year! We hope you 
all had a relaxing break and made the most of the warm weather.  
 
We would like to encourage any students or parents, particularly those of new students who 
may be having trouble adjusting to please contact us for support. This can be done by 
phoning the front office on 03 5352 4177 and asking to speak to either a coordinator or a 
member of the wellbeing team. 
 

We look forward to supporting 

the school community during 

2019 and urge everyone to 

come say ‘Hi’ when you see us 

around. 

Taylah, Bonnie, Leonie and 

Harlow 
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At the end of last year a number of Ararat College students participated in an Art Competition 
organised by the NDIS to recognise the International Day of People With Disability. 
 
Congratulations to the following students who were awarded prizes : 
 
First place  -  Clare Clarke, Sruthi Kalluri, Tamika Moyle and Zaf Davies-Harrison, whose work 
“showed strong visual imagery giving a clear message that people with a disability are no 
different”. 
 
Equal Second place  -  Hunter Will for “eye catching use of colour and the message that 
abilities count” and Amile Lillis-Pattison for her snazzy slogan “where there’s a wheel there’s a 
way”. 
 
Third place  -  Chloe Brasser (absent from photo) for her emphasis on “the choices we each 
have the power to  make towards disability”. 
 
Thank you to all of the students who participated in the competition, and to Mrs Lugg for 
getting them all organised. 
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The 13th of February is the 11th Anniversary of the National Apology to the Stolen 
Generations made by Kevin Rudd in 2008. The Australian Parliament’s Apology to Australia’s 
Indigenous Peoples was a very significant event that ‘stopped the nation’. All over Australia, 
people stopped to watch the Apology on television, including in schools. Thousands of people 
travelled to Parliament House in Canberra to witness the occasion and to celebrate with 
friends and family.  
 
Who are the Stolen Generations? 
The Stolen Generations are Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander adults who as children were 
forcibly removed from their families, communities and cultures under State Territory and 
Federal laws between the 1800s and the 1970s. 
 
I would ask that you take a moment to reflect on why this day is such an important event to 
remember for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and the Stolen Generations.  
On May 26th National Sorry day (a separate event held since 1998), also commemorates the 
forcible removal of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children from their families and is a 
step towards reconciliation.  
 

Tahni Skewes 
Koorie Coordinator 2019 
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Since 2001, Elevate has been transforming the way study skills programs are run across 
Australia. Drawing upon over fifteen years of research into the habits of the country’s top 
students, Elevate's seminars and workshops help students improve their study techniques, 
increase motivation, build confidence, and lift exam performance. Dan from Elevate presented 
study techniques to our students on Wednesday. He talked about how their brain works, how 
it processes and stores data, and then how to best retrieve this information.  He also explained 
the best techniques to ensure that they can memorise what they need to know for success in 
their school. He taught them some specific mnemonic techniques and provided them with 
booklets outlining these techniques and also containing useful bullet points, diagrams and 
note-taking recommendations for our students. It was an extremely fast paced and 
enthusiastic presentation for our year 9, 10, 11 and 12 students.  

Janine Poole  -  Year 10 Coordinator 
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Mrs McAdie’s Year 9/10 Café class produced some delicious carrots cakes on Wednesday. 
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Students in year 8 doing Textiles in semester one will shortly be commencing the 
making of their aprons.  Whilst the school is able to supply most of the 
equipment and materials for this activity, we do ask that you purchase the calico 
for the body of the apron.  It will cost approximately $4 and can be purchased 
from Gilbert and Jury (opposite the pedestrian crossing in Barkly St).  Deirdre 
knows exactly what the students require, so it’s just a matter of going in and 
saying you have a child at Ararat College doing textiles, or better still, sending 
your child in to purchase it for themselves! 
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SUNSMART 2019 
 
 
Hi everyone, 
Just a reminder with all the crazy weather we are having, to look after that beautiful skin of 
yours. Slip on clothing that covers your skin, slop on sunscreen to skin that is not covered up 
and put on a hat, grab some shade as much as you can, in particular during the middle of the 
day and make sure you have your sunnies to protect your eyes. 
 
Overexposure to ultraviolet (UV) radiation causes wrinkles and skin and eye damage, 
ultimately leading to skin cancer. 
 
UV cannot be seen or felt. It is not like the sun’s light which we see, or the sun’s warmth 
(infrared radiation) which we feel. Our senses cannot detect UV so it can be damaging without 
us knowing. There is a huge variation in UV levels across Australia. The UV level is affected by a 
number of factors including the time of day, time of year, cloud cover, altitude, proximity to the 
equator, scattering and reflection. 
 
Take away the guesswork by adding the free SunSmart widget to your website/phone. The 
widget shows the sun protection times for your location in Australia, making it easier than ever 
to be smart about your sun exposure all year. Go to the sunsmart website for further 
information. 
 
If you require any further information, please contact Leonie adolescent health nurse at Ararat 
College (Monday & Tuesday),  
 
Cheers from the Wellbeing Team 
 
Bonnie, Taylah, Harlow and Leo 
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Ararat College VCAL  
2018 Shiraz 

$15 per bottle 
Limit 6 per customer 

Available strictly from February 18 – March 29 
Purchase at Ararat College 

Pre Orders to reynolds.andrew.l@edumail.vic.gov.au  

 

From the 18th of February to the 29th of March (6 weeks only), the 
wine which the VCAL students and teachers  have put a lot of time 
and dedication into will finally be for sale. It will be available from 
the front office. The price per bottle will be $15 and each person 

may purchase up to six bottles. 

mailto:reynolds.andrew.l@edumail.vic.gov.au
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FREE !   
 MORNINGS BEFORE SCHOOL AT THE 
WINDOW OF THE TRADE TRAINING 

CENTRE 
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Ararat College is committed to child safety (Ministerial Order No. 870) and 
takes all reasonable steps to ensure that the safety of our students is 

paramount. 

  (Week 4) Monday 18  

 February Tuesday 19  

     Wednesday 20  

 Thursday 21  

        Friday 22  

  (Week 5) Monday 25  

 Tuesday 26  

     Wednesday 27  

 Thursday 28 School photos 

    March Friday  1  

  (Week 6) Monday  4  

   Tuesday  5 School Spec Rehearsal Ballarat 

    Wednesday  6  

   Thursday  7  

      Friday  8  

  (Week 7) Monday 11  

 Tuesday 12  

  Wednesday 13  

 Thursday 14  

 Friday 15 Year 7 Immunisation 


