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A message from the Principal…. 

Roadmap to returning to school! 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank and congratulate all families for their work in 
supporting the delivery of Remote Learning this term!  I understand this has been challenging on 
many fronts and I truly appreciate everything that all members of our school community; 
students, parents and staff have been able to achieve during this time. 

We are now all highly anticipating returning to school and the below information outlines the key 
dates and the process for this to happen. Further detailed information regarding logistics and 
school operations will be sent out to families in the first week of Term 4. 

Based on the guidelines released by the Department of Education, Secondary School Students 
cannot return to face to face teaching and learning until Week 2 of Term 4 (Monday October 
12th). This is to ensure the GAT (General Achievement Test), which all students studying a Year 12 
subject must complete, is able to go ahead without any further delay or issue. 

 

Week 1  - Term 4 (Monday October 5th – Friday October 9th 

 All students continue with their current Remote Learning Program. 

 Onsite attendance available for those students who are eligible. Please complete the 
‘Onsite Attendance Form’ as soon as possible. Click here to access the form or visit our 
school website. 

 Wednesday October 7th – all students completing a Year 12 subject will sit the GAT.  This 
will be held at the Anglican Church Hall and students who need to participate in this 
assessment have been sent detailed information in the mail. 

 Friday October 9th will be a Curriculum Day – there will be no formal virtual classes 
running on this day and onsite attendance will not be available.  Teachers will be using this 
day to organise for the return to face to face teaching and learning. 

 

Week 2 - 4 (Monday October 12th – Friday October 16th 

All students will return to face to face teaching and learning on Monday October 12th. 

 

 

https://forms.gle/mFLAreiCxvXhqAKj8


Face Masks 

All students aged 12 years and over will be required to wear a 
face covering whilst at school or travelling to and from school 
(this includes travelling on the school bus). If your child falls into 
one of the exemption categories previously outlined, please 
ensure you have completed the following form https://
forms.gle/p7TMmQo9oE51Nn1e7 or contact the school on 
5352 4177. 

Whilst I understand that the mandatory use of face masks can 
be a challenge and uncomfortable, it is essential in order to 
keep us all safe and ensure we can continue with teaching and 
learning in a face to face environment.  
 

Other Safety Measures 

We will again ask that all families remain in the cars when doing school drop off and pick up. 

Hand sanitiser will be placed in every room in the school and students are encouraged to practice 
good hand hygiene. 

Extended and increased cleaning arrangements will continue during Term 4 with progressive 
cleaning of high touch surfaces throughout the day. 

Students are also reminded to bring their own water bottle to school as drinking taps will only be 
available to refill their water bottles. 
 

Camps & Excursions 

All camps and excursions for 2020 have unfortunately had to be cancelled. This decision is based 
on the guidelines that we have been provided with by the Department of Education. We are 
currently investigating ways we can ensure students have access to a variety of camps and 
excursions in 2021. 

 

General Achievement Test (GAT) Preparation  

This week students have been completing remote preparation sessions for the GAT. As part of 
this, students are required to submit a practice GAT by the end of the first week of holidays.  Mr 
Healey will advise students privately via Xuno Portal where the collection point for their practice 
GAT will be.  Please contact him on nick.healey@education.vic.gov.au if you have any questions.  

 

Holidays 

Last of all I want to wish all families a wonderful break.  I hope that you are all able to enjoy some 
time refreshing and relaxing for what will no doubt be a very busy Term 4! 

 

Ellie McDougall 

Principal 

https://forms.gle/p7TMmQo9oE51Nn1e7
https://forms.gle/p7TMmQo9oE51Nn1e7
mailto:nick.healey@education.vic.gov.au


R U OK? Day 

ON the 10th of September, we celebrated the R U OK day 
here at Ararat College. 

The purpose of this day is to recognise the importance of 
mental health and looking after our friends, family and 
broader community. In 2020, the challenges we face are 
truly unique and the message of R U OK Day is even more 
important this year. 

VCAL students worked alongside wellbeing staff at the college to put together gift bags for 
teaching staff, in recognition of their hard work and enduring resilience in these trying 
circumstances.  These gift bags contained information about R U OK Day and how to start what 
can be a difficult conversation and what can be done to help support those who are not ok. There 
was also a cheeky little surprise in there for staff to give them something sweet to enjoy. 

VCAL students Bianca Carter and Jordan Ferguson personally ensured the delivery of these gift 
bags to all staff.  They should be very proud of the work and effort that they put in to brighten the 
days of staff here at Ararat College. This was also a fantastic example of our students 
demonstrating gratefulness. This is consistent with the message that Ararat College continues to 
champion as part of our commitment to the Resilience Project and raising resilient young people. 
Bri Hughes and Jack Ward were also fantastic contributors with their discussion piece on R U OK 
Day as part of their “Keeping up with the captains” program. To check out this, click on the 
following link  https://youtu.be/nH0QV9sEXjM 

For those students who are not ok, please remember that you are able to access assistance from 
our wellbeing team members. All you need to do is reach out by sending a message via Xuno 
portal to your coordinator, a member of the wellbeing team, or you could speak with a trusted 
adult, teacher or friend. 

Further assistance is available through. 

https://kidshelpline.com.au/ 

https://headspace.org.au/ 

https://www.beyondblue.org.au/ 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FnH0QV9sEXjM&data=02%7C01%7CEmma.Henry%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cf8273304dfd240bd8cf108d8550f4bb6%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637352871476895806&sdata=v%2F3FcQBAAdf9Od
https://kidshelpline.com.au/
https://headspace.org.au/
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/


Congratulations to the following 
students who were chosen at 

random and won an attendance 
raffle prize. 

 Year 7 

Eboni Charter  

Chloe Coleman  

Sophie Cooper  

Reggie Jenkins  

A’Leaha Mangelsdorf  

Connor Tucker  

Shylah Walter  

Year 8 

Darcy Aitken    

Jake Brady  

Hayden Dowling  

Ruby Evans  

Jim Jennings  

Milly Keilar 

Year 9 

Braiden Mill  

Alanna Robertson  

Year 10 

Ash Cooper  

Ella McLoughlin 

Zaviour Quarrell  

Year 11 

Tara Charlesworth  

Emily Lewis  

Kate Sellon  

Emily Sheffield  

Year 12 

Jackson Morale 

At the end of each term, students who have achieved an 

attendance rate above 98%  will receive a certificate and go 

into a draw to win random prizes.  

All eligible students, regardless of whether they have 

attended on site or via remote learning, have been entered 

into the attendance raffle in term 3 . 

Ararat College would like to thank those business that have so kindly 

made donations and assisted with prizes for our students.  

Your support greatly appreciated by the school, our community and 

the students.  



The Ararat College Wellbeing Team would like to encourage the students, staff and the wider 

community to take a break over these school holidays.  We encourage everyone to practice some 

self-care to look after their physical and emotional wellbeing by doing the following: 

- Getting outside in the fresh spring air 

- Reaching out to our family and friends to fulfil our social needs 

- Switching off from our devices and being present in the moment 

- Doing something we get enjoyment from. This might be reading a book or going for a walk    

etc. 

It has been a very stressful year for everyone so now is the time to recuperate ready for next 

term.  We are looking forward to seeing everyone’s faces back at school next term!  

The Ararat College Wellbeing Team 

Taylah, Leo and Bonnie 

A Message From the Wellbeing Team 

Throughout 2020, the college Breakfast Club Program has the privilege of being supported by 

Foodbank Victoria. Although on hold due to the current on line learning environment, the 

College breakfast has been expanded to include a range of cereals, fruit and servings of milk. This 

expanded range is in addition to our normal popular menu of hot Milo and  cheese toasties!! 

In addition to offering a free breakfast to our hungry students, the college has also been provided 

with a range of more general grocery supplies.  Examples of these are currently on display in the 

school foyer. Generously donated in order to support families during the Covid 19 crisis, small 

packs of groceries consisting of mainly of dry goods and canned food, (fruit, casseroles, soups 

etc). These packs are available to families on request to the college office staff or the 

administrative team.  

We are deeply grateful to Foodbank Victoria for their support 

across our Government Schools during these ‘unprecedented’ 

times and encourage families to access resources if needed. 

On return to on site learning in Term 4, Breakfast Club will again 

run on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings. Breakfast 

is held at the Trade Training Centre Kitchen and runs from 8.00 - 

8.45am. 

 

Julie Anderson 

Breakfast Club Coordinator 

 

Breakfast Club / Food Bank 



AC Reads 

A maid with a plan.  

A squire with a secret.  

A missing jewel.  

A kingdom in turmoil.  

Maven and Reeve have three days to solve the mystery of the 

Fire Star. This could be a complete disaster . . . or the beginning 

of a great friendship.  

An intriguing story of two unlikely allies and a mystery to solve 

that could change their lives. 

Prince North’s home is in the sky, in a gleaming city held 

aloft by intricate unknown technology.  But North believes 

his sky island is sinking. Its engines are failing, and the key to 

saving his home is to venture to the place the engines were 

first created. 

Nimh is the living goddess of her people on the surface, 

responsible for providing answers, direction  -  hope.  But in 

the midst of the surface’s worst crisis yet, a mist that 

spreads madness and poison, doubts have arisen among the 

people about Nimh’s divinity.  She must find a way to 

manifest her power  -  before she is overthrown, and all is 

lost. 

North’s and Nimh’s lives are entwined, linked by a terrifying 

prophecy and caught between duty and fate, they must 

choose to either save their people, or succumb to the bond 

that is forbidden to them. 

These new novels are perfect for fans of Fantasy or Science Fiction 



It's here! Number one bestselling author Stephenie Meyer 

makes a triumphant return to the world of Twilight with this 

highly anticipated companion; the iconic love story of Bella 

and Edward told from the vampire's point of view.  When 

Edward Cullen and Bella Swan met in Twilight, an iconic love 

story was born. But until now, fans have heard only Bella's side 

of the story. At last, readers can experience Edward's version 

in the long-awaited companion novel,  Midnight Sun.  

This unforgettable tale as told through Edward's eyes takes on 

a new and decidedly dark twist. Meeting Bella is both the 

most unnerving and intriguing event he has experienced in all 

his years as a vampire. As we learn more fascinating details 

about Edward's past and the complexity of his inner thoughts, 

we understand why this is the defining struggle of his life. How can he justify following his 

heart if it means leading Bella into danger  ? 

Welcome to a world in the shadow of our own, a 

fairytale land where the dangers are very real . . .  Ulla 

Tullin was abandoned in an isolated Kanin town as a 

baby. Taken in by strangers and raised hidden away like 

many half blood trolls, she has never stopped searching 

for her parents, or wondering about them. When Ulla 

hears of a project to help others like her, in the beautiful 

city of Merella, she seizes the chance to discover her 

true heritage. She enlists the help of Pan Silvera, who is 

both handsome and resourceful - a half human with 

telekinesis powers. And she must also contend with 

Alyenna, a mysterious girl who claims she's being 

pursued, although Ulla suspects there's rather more to 

the story. Ulla and Pan work to unravel the truth about themselves and Alyenna. 

But in the process, they realize that someone - or something - is determined to 

stop them. And they face a force that will do anything to keep certain secrets. 



Ararat College is committed to child safety (Ministerial Order No. 870) and takes all reasonable steps to ensure 
that the safety of our students is paramount. 

Ararat College acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country throughout Victoria. We pay our respects 
to them, their culture and their Elders past, present and emerging.  


