
Newsletter  2021 

Term 4  Week 2 Volume 30 

15th October 2021 

Winston Back at Work 

A big shout out must go to our resident 
therapy dog Winston who was on hand 
on Thursday to support our Year 7 
students for their scheduled  
immunisations. 
 
Nurses from the Ararat  Rural City who 
administer the annual immunisations 
were once again thrilled to have 
Winston  on board to help out.   
If there was any anxiety, it was soon 
replaced by pats and hugs as students 
had such a lovable poodle to focus on. 
 
Winston is a qualified therapy dog and 
is owned by staff member Trish 
Ruthven, who is a registered therapy 
dog handler. 



Return to face-to-face learning  
It has been wonderful to see all 
students onsite and back in the 
classroom at some stage across the 
week! We have one more week of 
the staggered return and then all 
students back at school full time from 
Tuesday October 26th.  Once again, 
thank you to all families for their 
support during this staged return to 
school and implementation of a 
variety of programs and learning 
modes. 
 
Year 11 and Year 12 Cycle 5 Reports 
Monday afternoon the Cycle 5 
Reports for Year 11 and 12 students 
will go live on XUNO. I would like to 
remind all students and families of 
the valuable information in these 
reports. It provides a great 
opportunity to have a conversation 
and reflect on student progress and 
their attitude and effort towards their 
learning. If you have any questions 
after viewing these reports, please do 
not hesitate to contact the school or 
your child’s teacher directly. 
 
Assistant  Principal Position Commencing 2022 
I am excited to announce that next year we will have a second Assistant Principal joining our 
Leadership Team. Congratulations to Nick Healey who was successful in gaining this position! 
A lot of you would already know Nick as he was a Teacher and Learning Specialist at our 
school in 2019 and 2020. Nick brings a wealth of knowledge and is very passionate and 
dedicated to our students!  Emma Henry will also return from family leave in Semester Two 
of next year, meaning we will have two Assistant Principals working across our school. 
 
Curriculum Day Postponed 
Next Friday October 22nd our school had scheduled a staff curriculum day. At this time, we 
have made the decision to postpone this day to a date later in the term. This date will be 
communicated with families in the coming weeks.  
Ellie McDougall 
Principal 
 
 
 

A message from our Principal…. 



VET Hospitality 

Our VET Hospitality students are continuing to show 
amazing skills in the Trade Training Centre Kitchen. 

Under the guidance of Kim McAdie, our  VET 
Hospitality teacher, students are continuing to 
create restaurant quality dishes that would please 
anyone.  

Pictured below is a Lamb salad with Cyriot Grain 
salad,  by Nathan Price 

Pictured right  are Potato Gnocchi with Duck Ragout 
and an Apple Tarte Tatin by Ella McLoughlin. 

We wish the students well as they enter into the 
final term of their studies for 2021. 

Our Year 12’s will formally finish classes on Monday 18th October after a very challenging 
year. 

Tuesday 19th October will be their celebration day and  we have a fun morning organised for 
them to celebrate their time at our school before completing their final ‘roll call’ at Ararat 
College.  VCE exams will commence on Wednesday the 27th of October with all students 
undertaking the English exam on this day. 

On Tuesday the 16th November, after all exams have been completed a graduation evening 
will be held. Once we have finalised details these will be provided to all year 12 families. 
Melissa Murnane  -  Year 12 Leader 

Year 12  Class of 2021  -  Finals Days 



Year 7 Art 

Remote Learning 

During Remote Learning 
students had the 
opportunity to get 
creative with some 
different art techniques. 
Some students accepted 
the challenge of  'Draw 
the Other Half'.  Here are  
two  examples of student 
creations. 

Caitlyn  
Daemon  

Back at  School 

Now that students are back at school, the year 7’s 
have been busy working on self portraits. 
Students first used a mono print of their school 
photo and then used black outline to highlight 
their features. 
The next step is to colour their portrait  in  using 
colours and styles of their choice. We look 
forward to seeing the finished products. 
 
Nicole Potter 
Year 7 Art Teacher 
 



Back in the lab and playing with chemicals!!!  Year 12 Chemistry are glad to be back  at school 
and getting back into experiments after weeks of theory lessons at the end of Term 3.   
In this experiment they a completing a titration. The mixture in the flask at the bottom is a 
colourless solution with aspirin in it. They are adding sodium hydroxide until the solution 
turns pink. Students can then use the amount of sodium hydroxide it took to make the solu-
tion go from colourless to pink to work out how much aspirin is in the tablet. The aim is to see 
if there calculations match what was on the box. One of the many fun experiments you get to 
do if you follow through with chemistry to Year 12. 

Year 12 Chemistry 

VCE Legal Studies 

Our VCE Legal Studies students will have the rare opportunity to ask a residing County Court 
Judge questions about their studies. The County Court of Victoria is hosting an online event 
called “Dear Judge….. “. 
If  Legal Studies students have ever wanted to ask a judge a question about their studies, 
here's their chance! They may wish to ask judges about certain topics like culpable driving or 
maybe environmental law. They may want to know more about the Government’s duty of 
care to young people (Sharma v Minister for Environment) or what the decision in the Adani 
Mine case means for future environmental cases. Maybe they would like an explanation of 
how a judge makes a sentencing decision. 
Please contact Ms Lidgerwood for session details.  The event will be recorded and available to 
view online. 
Anna Lidgerwood  Legal Studies Teacher 



Face masks 

The following information is from the Victorian Government latest Covid advice. 
When do I need to wear a face mask? 
Anyone 12 years and over must wear a fitted face mask whenever they leave their home, in-
doors or outdoors, unless lawful exception applies. 
Do students at schools need to wear a face mask? 
Students aged 12 and over who are permitted to learn on-site at secondary schools must 
wear face masks indoors and outdoors, unless a lawful exception applies.   



AC Reads 

These new novels were requested by students and are now available 

in the library. 

'In an ancient city by the sea, three sisters - a maiden, a 

mother, and a crone - are drawing maps by candlelight. 

Sombre, with piercing grey eyes, they are the three Fates, 

and every map is a human life . . .' Stepsister takes up where 

Cinderella's tale ends. We meet Isabelle, the younger of 

Cinderella's two stepsisters. Isabelle is fearless, brave, and 

strong-willed. She fences better than any boy, and takes her 

stallion over jumps that grown men fear to attempt. It 

doesn't matter, though; these qualities are not valued in a 

girl. Others have determined what is beautiful, and Isabelle 

does not fit their definition. Cinderella is about a girl who 

was bullied; Stepsister is about the bully. We all root for the 

victims, we want to see them triumph. But what about the bullies? Is there hope for them? 

Can a mean girl change? Can she find her own happily ever after ? 

What if you fell in love with the one person you'd sworn to 

destroy? Lara has only one thought for her husband on their 

wedding day: I will bring your kingdom to its knees. A 

princess trained from childhood to be a lethal spy, Lara 

knows that the Bridge Kingdom represents both legendary 

evil - and legendary promise. The only route through a storm

-ravaged world, the Bridge Kingdom controls all trade and 

travel between lands, allowing its ruler to enrich himself and 

deprive his enemies, including Lara's homeland. So when she 

is sent as a bride under the guise of fulfilling a treaty of 

peace, Lara is prepared to do whatever it takes to fracture 

the defences of the impenetrable Bridge Kingdom.  Will she 

be the destroyer of a king or the saviour of her people?  



Ararat College is committed to child safety (Ministerial Order No. 870) and takes all reasonable steps to 
ensure that the safety of our students is paramount. 

Ararat College acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country throughout Victoria. We pay our re-
spects to them, their culture and their Elders past, present and emerging.  

Term 4 Calendar 

Please note : 

 The days our Year 8, 9 & 10 students are attending for face-to-face learning is different to that of 

most regional schools. This variation has been approved by DET and supports our combined Year 

9/10 program and reduces the number of students onsite on specific days. 

 This timetable may be subject to change if the Government changes the return to school  timeline. 

   Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

Week 3 Monday 18 
At School 

Remote  

Learning 

Remote  

Learning 

Remote  

Learning 
At School At School 

 Tuesday 19 
At School 

Remote  

Learning 
At School At School At School 

At School 

Last day 

 Wednesday 20 
At School 

Remote  

Learning 
At School At School At School  

 Thursday 21 
At School At School 

Remote  

Learning 

Remote  

Learning 
At School  

 Friday 22 
At School At School 

Remote  

Learning 

Remote  

Learning 
At School  

Week 4 Monday 25 
At School 

Remote  

Learning 

Remote  

Learning 

Remote  

Learning 
At School  

 Tuesday 26 All students return to  school full time  

 Wednesday 27 Year 12 VCE Exams Commence  

 Thursday 28   

 Friday 29   

 Monday 1   

 Tuesday 2 Melbourne Cup Day Holiday  

 Wednesday 3   

 Thursday 4   

 Friday 5   


