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Saturday 25th April will mark ANZAC Day 2020, a significant day as we pause and reflect on the 

service and sacrifice of all those who have served and are currently serving. 

ANZAC Day 2020 will be different. There will be a Dawn Service, wreaths will be laid, the last post will 

be played, a minute of silence in memory of the fallen will be observed, but the service community 

and the public will be asked to stay at home. The floral tribute we are used to seeing at the Ararat 

cenotaph each year will be missing but this does not mean that ANZAC Day is cancelled.  

In 2020, on April 25, while you can't go to the Shrine of Remembrance or a local Dawn Service, the 

RSL is asking that instead you #STANDTO. As the Last Post is played during the ANZAC Day Dawn 

Service walk outside, stand in your yard, driveway, or on your balcony and observe a minute of 

silence in respect of our veterans.  



A message from the Principal….. 

I hope that everyone has started to settle into the remote learning environment! We are all 

working outside of our comfort zone in light of the current COVID-19 restrictions, but it is 

important that we continue to work together and support everyone within our school 

community. 

 

I would like to thank all of our families for their amazing support and patience as we develop 

our remote learning environment. As a school, we are continually reviewing the processes we 

have in place and looking for better ways to provide an education and sense of belonging and 

community to our students! For the latest advice on our remote learning program please have 

a look at our ‘Remote Learning Parent Handbook’ or visit the remote learning page on our 

website. 

 

If you haven’t already, please set up access to the XUNO parent portal. Details on how to do 

this can be found on the school website. If you need any assistance please contact the office 

on 5352 4177 and our office staff will be more than happy to help.  It is also important that 

you check your details are correct on our database.  Our office is currently open Monday – 

Friday from 8:30am – 4pm.  If you need to contact us outside this time you can email 

Ararat.sc@education.vic.gov.au. 

 

Please make sure that you are being kind to yourself when completing our remote learning 

schedule, the wellbeing of our students and families is our highest priority.  If you feel that you 

do need further assistance please do not hesitate to get in touch, we are here to make this 

process as engaging and supportive as possible for our students and their families. 

Next week we are aiming to hold our assembly virtually so please keep an eye on our social 

media accounts. We will also continue to build our virtual platform, which will include 

instrumental music lessons and support classes with our education support staff. 

I hope that everyone has a safe and enjoyable weekend and is able to enjoy the extra time we 

are all having at home with our families during this time. 

 

Ellie McDougall 

Acting Principal 

Student Attendance 

A reminder  to all that students need to log into their mentor groups each day 

for their attendance to be marked as present.  Students who do this will have 

their attendance counted towards the term 2 attendance raffle and prizes.  

https://7ae28b17-68c6-4163-904f-296d9175639f.filesusr.com/ugd/4ff794_fcb86ad5cf224e9db2ff879f17aac3d0.pdf
http://www.araratcc.vic.edu.au/remotelearning
http://www.araratcc.vic.edu.au/remotelearning
mailto:Ararat.sc@education.vic.gov.au


While we have been away... 

Over the holidays, our college has had a few new additions made to our school grounds.  

When students finally get the opportunity to be at school again, they will be please to see 

that new activity areas have been created in the form of painted game boards. These include 

hopscotch, giant drafts boards, four square and other popular games. In addition to this, we 

now have four large shade sails over the four square courts allowing for students to be active 

and SunSmart, even on hot sunny days.  We are sure students will be keen to put them to  

good use on their return. 



Remote Learning 

In this new and challenging environment of remote learning, some of our students have 

been good enough to share their thoughts and provide pictures of their work spaces and 

how they are approaching their studies at home.   Whether it be in their room alone with 

a defined workspace or around the kitchen table with siblings, their experiences are 

showing that there is no right or wrong way to approach this.   

Schooling from home might have seemed hard for many students at the start of all this, as it 

did for me as well but throughout these 2 weeks I have found it easier each day.  I find that 

having our mentor meetings each morning at the same time lets me find motivation to do 

my work for the day, this can mean hearing what everyone's day is going to consist of or 

how much work they want to smash out.  I am starting to love doing school from home 

more every day and I find that I am able to work at my own pace and not having to listen to 

everyone’s conversations and just concentrate on my own.  I hope that all students are 

doing well and are contributing to all teachers expectations as I know each and everyone 

one of you can.  

Bri Hughes   

These Global Food and Learn to Cook students have 
been practicing their cooking skills at home putting 
their skills to good use to feed their families . 

Thank you to Ethan Fenn (right), Caitlyn O’Brien 
(bottom left) and Joe Jennings (below right) for 
sharing the results of their cooking expertise! 

 



Remote learning is certainly a big change! It has taken some getting used to but I think I’m 

getting into the swing of things. I get up at around 8am and then get ready for the school 

day as I normally would (apart from putting on my uniform). Then at 9:15 I join my mentor 

group call and read for a little while. After that I just work on my assignments that are due in 

the following few days. Make sure you’re 

pacing yourself and having plenty to eat and 

drink. Stay home and observe social 

distancing regulations so that we can slow 

the spread of covid-19. I hope you’re all 

getting accustomed to remote schooling and 

stay safe! 

 Holly McAdie  

Times have been hard since school has 

gone online, not being able to ask your 

teacher face to face makes it difficult 

but it’s been great being at home. It’s 

good to have that extra time to do 

something in the morning or afternoon 

with the breaks being longer than 

before. With less change in the day the 

schedule is easier to go by, being similar 

each day.  

Tash and Madi Ferguson 

 

• Jack Ward’s learning space 

• Jessica Low’s workspace 

• Regan, Kiauna and David Low working hard  



Alice in Wonderland Cast list  

Director: Ms Poole  

Assistant Director: Tahlia Cartwright  

Prompt: Lana Fox 

 

Lead Roles: 

Alice: Caitlin O’Brien    Understudy: Audrey Reynolds 

Mad Hatter: Jack Ward    Understudy: Harry Belcher 

Jack of Hearts: Zane Saunders  Understudy: Ashley Ashley 

Red Queen: Kate Sellon    Understudy: Mia Chace 

White Queen: Fyn Smithwick   Understudy: Charlotte Ramsay 

The Rest of the Cast     Alice’s Sister: Emily Lewis 

King of Hearts: Ash Evans Schott  Understudy: Ash Sewastenko 

Caterpillar (Absalom): Harry Hauser Understudy: Sam Bowden 

March Hare: Harry Belcher   Card Guards: 

Duchess: Bri Hughes    Card Ace: Ava Kahle-Phillips 

Cook: Holly McAdie    Card 2: Cody Woolley 

Cheshire Cat: Ashley Ashley   Card 3: Saxon Hewitt       Card 5: Kieran Day 

Tweedle Dee: Dakota Barrie   Card 4: Sam Bowden      Card 6: Michael Purnell 

Tweedle Dum: Ash Sewastenko  Footman: 

White Rabbit: Mia Chace   Fish Footman: Amy Clarke 

Dormouse: Audrey Reynolds   Frog Footman: Caleb Townsend 

Orion (fallen star): Aylah Knight  Swan Guard: Bella Fiegert 

Dodo: Gio McKinnis  

Duck: Sophie Townsend  

French Mouse: Ally Webster    Ladies of the Court: 

Flowers:        Lady 1: Tylah Wallis     

Pansy: Olivia McGrath    Lady 2: Gorica Goranovic    

Dandelion: Hanna Burns    Lady 3: Dakota Back    

Rose: Emily Lewis     Flowers/butterflies: 

Petunia: Charlotte Rasmsay   Tulip: Jacinta Ettles   

Marigold: Claire Leggett   Tamsyn Kettle  Alanna Robertson 

Sunflower: Tash Ferguson   Clara Goodey   Jasmine Day 

Buttercup: Shylah Walter    Chelsea Bond  Lilly Pyke 

We  are pleased to announce we have started 

rehearsals and are doing WebEx rehearsals on 

Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 1-1:45 pm, 

they have been going well so far! 

College Production 



Joe Jennings Ryan Heard 

Bailee Turner 

Fyn Smithwick 

Jack Squire 

Taneka Day 

Emma Lavery Amiel Lillis -Pattison 

Year 9/10 Art 

At the end of last term, Year 9/10 Art were working on creating scratchboard designs. Here a 

few examples of the great work the students have been producing. 



At a time when we’re all staying home, feeling a bit tired of looking at the 

same four walls, books can help transport us to other places and times.  

These novels are available for borrowing in the library. 

Figgy has two problems. One is her name. Nobody in Ghana 

has that name. The other is that her grandmother is ill and 

needs special medicine. Figgy cant do much about her name, 

but she can do something for Grandma Ama.  

She will go to America and bring back the medicine, and 

Kwame, her special goat, will go with her. Out in the wide world 

she will meet some bad people, but she will also find good 

friends  

People go to Italy for love and gelato ...but sometimes 

they discover much more. The dying wish of 16 year old 

Lina's mother was for her daughter to live in Tuscany and 

get to know her father, whom Lina has never met. 

Howard is the best man I've ever known, her mother says, 

he'll keep you safe.  

With the help of her mother’s journal, Lina uncovers a 

magical world’s of secret romance, art and hidden 

bakeries.   

A sure bet for fans of romance and armchair travel. 

AC Reads 



Five strangers. Countless adventures. One epic way to 

get lost. Four teens across the country have only one 

thing in common: a girl named Leila. She crashes into 

their lives in her absurdly red car at the moment they 

need someone the most. There's Hudson, a small-town 

mechanic who is willing to throw away his dreams for 

true love. And Bree, a runaway who seizes every Tuesday 

- and a few stolen goods along the way. Elliot believes in 

happy endings...until his own life goes off-script. And 

Sonia worries that when she lost her boyfriend, she also 

lost the ability to love. Hudson, Bree, Elliot and Sonia 

find a friend in Leila. And when Leila leaves them, their 

lives are forever changed. But it is during Leila's own 

4,268mile journey that she discovers the most important truth - sometimes, what you 

need most is right where you started. And maybe the only way to find what you're 

looking for is to get lost along the way. A novel told in five parts, LET'S GET LOST is a 

bittersweet debut about love, loss and finding your way back home.  

Lost in the jungle! Bruno is on a trip to Colombia in 

his school holidays. His anthropologist uncle has 

taken him along on a visit to Don Rafael de Castillo, a 

descendent of a great explorer who is claimed to 

have discovered a lost City of Gold. But the secret of 

the city died with the explorer - until now...His uncle 

and Don Rafael believe they know where to find the 

city and Bruno gets to go along for the ride. But when 

the two men are kidnapped, Bruno is left to solve this 

new mystery on his own. With Paolo and Christina, 

the Don's children, he must set off into the wilds of 

Colombia to find the city - and bring his uncle back. 

This is a fast-paced, exciting new adventure full of 

real survival details and gruesome tips.  



Please find below a few helpful tips for staying healthy from Vic Health website. Have some 

fun trying something new.  If you’re feeling well, regular physical activity is great for your 

mental and physical health. 

 

• Try a free workout on YouTube. There are options for all fitness levels, from yoga and 

strength workouts to Pilates and high intensity interval training (HIIT).  

• Our This Girl Can – Victoria ambassador Sana has some great tips on exercising at 

home. (links below) 

• Try an interactive online class - personal trainers, dance instructors and other qualified 

fitness professionals are using platforms like Facebook Live and Zoom to get people 

active. This provides social connection too. 

• Create a strength routine using cans/jars of food or filled water bottles as weights. Grab 

your weights and do bicep curls, squats and lunges. 

• Run, walk or star jump on the spot for 30 seconds to get your heart rate up.  

• If you are feeling well and not in self-isolation / quarantine, it’s ok to go outside to 

exercise. Walk, run, cycle. Remember to stay 1.5 metres away from other people and 

avoid touching your face. Wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds 

when you return indoors. 

  

Visit the Department of Health and Human Services for more answers to frequently asked 

questions. 

• https://thisgirlcan.com.au/get-active/ 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bRCpyZKrg3Y&list=PLxAQSZVNw_R-

iClZ874GoPkDXvur-JURr&index=4 

Need support to help your child to adapt to online learning? 
The great people at ELEVATE are offering a FREE Parent Support Webinar on Tuesday 28th of 
April at 6pm. 

Simply sign up using the link below. 

Limited spots available, so sign up fast. 

Event Title:    How to help your child study effectively        

                        during the COVID-19 pandemic 

Date:              Tuesday 28th April 

Time:              6pm 

Sign-Up Link:  https://www.elevatecoaching.info/parent-webinar-vic/ 

Cost:                Free 

Health and Wellbeing 

http://www.thisgirlcan.com.au/activity/home-exercise/
https://thisgirlcan.com.au/girl/sana/
https://thisgirlcan.com.au/activity/home-exercise/
https://thisgirlcan.com.au/activity/home-exercise/
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus-stay-home-directions-frequently-asked-questions
https://thisgirlcan.com.au/get-active/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bRCpyZKrg3Y&list=PLxAQSZVNw_R-iClZ874GoPkDXvur-JURr&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bRCpyZKrg3Y&list=PLxAQSZVNw_R-iClZ874GoPkDXvur-JURr&index=4
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.elevatecoaching.info%2Fparent-webinar-vic%2F&data=02%7C01%7CKriss.Ellis%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cb9f4b1c1ebdd447913ec08d7e5b19f21%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63723042336999


 

This year Ararat College has committed to working 

with the local community to deliver The Resilience 

Project to our students and help them understand the 

importance of practicing and implementing key 

strategies to build resilience.  We are currently facing a difficult time which gives us all the 

opportunity to start thinking about ways we can be resilient during this pandemic.  

What is resilience?  

Resilience is how well someone can adapt to sudden changes in their life.  The Resilience 

Project have come up with 3 important things to assist us. 

Gratitude  -  Empathy/Kindness  -  Mindfulness 

Here are some questions for you to think about to help you better understand how you are 

feeling during this difficult time. 

• What emotions are you currently feeling? 

• What strategies have you implemented to assist you in getting through this time? 

• What is something you are grateful for that you were previously aware of? Did you 

take this for granted? 

Remember – It’s is OK to feel many emotions during this time, it’s how we manage these 

that is important. 

The Resilience Project has launched TRP @ Home . It is a platform that provides activities, 

resources and ideas to support the wellbeing of students and their families throughout 

this period of remote/online learning. 

For more information visit: 

www.theresilienceproject.com.au 



Ararat College is committed to child safety (Ministerial Order No. 870) and takes all 
reasonable steps to ensure that the safety of our students is paramount. 

Ararat College acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country throughout Victoria. 
We pay our respects to them, their culture and their Elders past, present and emerging.  


