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Illuminate 2020 
             What is  Illuminate? 

Illuminate is a dedicated 15 minute timeslot at the beginning of each day for Year 7-10 
classes. This time allows students the opportunity to read each morning in a quiet and 
controlled environment with access to classroom libraries. However, it seeks to be more than 
just an independent reading class. Our programme seeks to clarify student understanding of 
the reading process through a series of mini lessons that explicitly model reading behaviours, 
and to allow opportunities for students to apply these skills to new reading material or their 
own personal text.  



 Research has shown clearly that the essential power of independent reading is the setting of 
personalised goals by the students and the conferencing with teachers about their efforts in 
reaching this goal. Research consistently shows that students who talk about their reading 
have higher achievement than students who hardly or never talk about reading. As a part of 
the Illuminate programme, students will keep reading logs that record their personal goals 
and their key steps in reaching their goals. They will conference regularly with staff once the 
programme is established to discuss their thinking processes during their reading, using their 
reading logs as evidence.  

  

Each semester, students will undertake a range of tests that monitor their progress in reading 
and vocabulary. As a part of the Illuminate programme, teachers will share with students 
their results. This will ensure students are able to track their progress in reading and allow 
them to make informed decisions about goals that they will set and work towards during their 
independent reading time. 

 

In addition to reading conferencing, in 2020 students will also complete explicit reading 
comprehension activities matched to their own comprehension abilities using data available 
to us and teacher judgement. All staff have regular Professional Development facilitated 
where student literacy data is analysed and action plans put in place on how we can best 
support students in their reading comprehension.  

  

What can parents do to support the programme? 

 Where possible, supply students with a range 
of reading materials that interest your child.  

 Talk to your child about what they are reading 
at school or at home.  

 Watch the news with your child and discuss 
events to build world knowledge. 

 Ensure your child is at school on time every 
morning, so they can attend their Illuminate 
class and maximise their opportunity for skill 
development in reading, comprehension and 
vocabulary.  

Please do not hesitate to contact myself or your 
child’s coordinator should you have any questions 
on our Illuminate programme.  

 

Nick Healey 
Learning Specialist  

 



Year 12 Camp 

This week our Year 12 students headed off to Melbourne and stayed on campus at University 

College. Students have completed a number of workshops that aim to prepare them for their 

final year of school as well as activities around team building. A big thank you to Ms Murnane 

and Mr Reynolds for their organisation of this trip and supervision during the camp! 
 

School Council Elections 

The opportunity exists for parents and students to either self-nominate, or to be nominated 

for, a position on our College Council.  The College Council meets regularly, usually on the 

third Thursday of every month, where many of the organisational aspects of the College are 

discussed and important decisions are made.  No prior experience is required.  We encourage 

parents who may not have previously considered nominating to do so for 2020.  Nomination 

forms can be collected from the general office and the closing date for nominations is 

Monday February 17th 2020. 
 

Year 7 Family Evening 

On Monday the 17th of February, our school is inviting the families of our Year 7 students into 

the school for a ‘meet and greet’ night. The event will be held in our Trade Training Centre 

from 5:30pm – 6:30pm and a BBQ tea will be provided. This will be a great opportunity to 

meet teachers, ask any questions you may have and also gain assistance setting up your 

parent access to SMT (our parent portal). Your child will be bringing a letter home regarding 

this night, please RSVP for catering purposes. We are looking forward to meeting and 

welcoming all families into our school. 
 

Elevate Sessions 

Next week our Year 9, 10 and 11 students will be completing workshops with ‘Elevate 

Education.’ These seminars focus on supporting our students in understanding what they 

need to do in order to create an effective study program for their final years of schooling. 

Topics covered include: time management, student elevation and memory mnemonics. 
 

Doctor in School 2020 

Our school will continue to take part in the ‘Doctor in Schools’ program in 2020. We will have 

a Doctor and Nurse in our school clinic once a month. Their first visit for the year will be 

Tuesday February 11th. Appointments can be made through our Welfare team or students can 

visit the Doctor directly during recess and lunch.  

 

Ellie McDougall 

Acting Principal 

A message from the Principal….. 



   San Francisco Cable Car 

G’Day USA  2020 

On January 3, twenty students and two staff from Ararat left Australia, bound for the USA.  

Our first stop was Los Angeles, where we spent four days visiting Universal Studios, 

Disneyland and Knott’s Berry Farm, as well as spending a day in San Diego. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From there we travelled to San Francisco.  We visited Alcatraz, toured the city, rode the 

traditional cable car, and enjoyed the sights at Fisherman’s Wharf. 



  Alcatraz Tour 

After two days in San Francisco it was time to travel further north to the city of Seattle, 

where we would spend the remainder of our trip.  In Seattle we met our host families, and 

spent two days experiencing an American school.  We also toured some of the sights in 

Seattle, including Pyke’s Market, the Museum of Pop Culture, Snoqualmie Falls and the 

viewing deck at the Columbia Centre.  We also enjoyed an afternoon’s shopping at an outlet 

centre, snapping up bargains for shoes and clothes, meaning many suitcases went home 

much heavier than when we left!  We ventured out of the city for a day in the snow at 

Snoqualmie, where many of the students tried skiing or snowboarding.   

Overall it was an amazing three weeks.  While everyone felt a bit nervous about staying with 

host families, they were all fantastic, and did everything they could to make us feel welcome 

and to show us parts of Seattle that we would not otherwise have had the opportunity to 

visit. 

We arrived back in Australia on January 22, exhausted but with memories which will last a 

lifetime.  We would thoroughly recommend the trip to any students who might consider 

travelling in the future. 

 

 



Enjoying the view in San Francisco 

Some of the highlights included: 

 The guided tour of Alcatraz 

 The studio back lot tour at Universal Studios 

 Attending a semi-professional ice hockey game and soaking up the unbelievable 

atmosphere 

 The snowball fights, especially at Snoqualmie (final score, Miss Jacobs 20, Brock 8, James 

4) 

 The rides at Disneyland, especially Hyperspace Mountain 

 Sky view at the Columbia Centre 

 Old Town in San Diego 

 The Hollywood night tour and seeing the stars on Hollywood Boulevard 

 Touring San Francisco at night by limousine 

 Walking (or running) across the Golden Gate Bridge 

 Shopping at Walmart 

 The Underground Tour in Seattle 

 

Brock Will, Lachie Fiegert, Mai Ngyuen, James Mullin, Mabel Molloy and Ashlee 

Sewastenko  



AC Reads 
These new novels are now available for 
borrowing in the library. 

A powerful novel about three young women caught in the 

stories of their own times. 

Astrid is a priestess in one of the last remaining temples to the 

Goddess Nerthus.  As the Viking Era ends, Astrid knows she 

must protect the temple’s secrets from the Roman Church and 

Norway’s kings. 

Orphaned Mercy leaves the Glasgow Poorhouse and escapes 

to London.  She meets Ann Radcliffe, the reclusive author of 

Gothic horror novels.  But even though Mercy has finally found 

a home, she longs to discover her true identity. 

Mia is given a mysterious and ancient book at her cousin’s funeral.  She travels to 

Scotland to learn more about her heritage.  Despite increasing peril, Mia continues to 

seek the truth behind the Systir Saga. 

Megan Meyers has a foolproof plan to reinvent herself at her 

new school. Good-bye, dorky math nerd; hello, friend 

magnet! But her first day at Saguaro Prep starts off weird 

to the tenth power. When she's dared to make something 

exciting happen, Megan is thrown into the middle of an epic 

power struggle between the two seventh-grade Spirit 

Captains. So with nothing to lose, Megan wishes for some 

magic as her classroom's cat clock chimes 11:11--and is 

granted an enchanted teen magazine promising miracle 

makeovers and sure-fire secrets for winning friends and 

crushes. But magic can have dangerous side effects, and as 

her social life grows exponentially worse, Megan begins to 

wonder if wishing was ever a ‘purrfect idea’.  



SUNSMART 2020 
Hi everyone, 

Just a reminder with all the crazy weather we are having, to look after that beautiful skin of 

yours. Slip on clothing that covers your skin, slop on sunscreen to skin that is not covered up 

and put on a hat, grab some shade as much as you can, in particular during the middle of the 

day and make sure you have your sunnies to protect your eyes. 

Overexposure to ultraviolet (UV) radiation causes wrinkles and skin and eye damage, 

ultimately leading to skin cancer. 

UV cannot be seen or felt. It is not like the sun’s light which we see, or the sun’s warmth 

(infrared radiation) which we feel. Our senses cannot detect UV so it can be damaging 

without us knowing. There is a huge variation in UV levels across Australia. The UV level is 

affected by a number of factors including the time of day, time of year, cloud cover, altitude, 

proximity to the equator, scattering and reflection. 

Take away the guesswork by adding the free SunSmart widget to your website/phone. The 

widget shows the sun protection times for your location in Australia, making it easier than 

ever to be smart about your sun exposure all year. Go to the sunsmart website for further 

information. 

If you require any further information, please contact Leonie, Adolescent Health Nurse, at 

Ararat College (Monday & Tuesday),  

Cheers from the Wellbeing Team. 

 

Taylah, Steph, and Leo 

At the end of  2019 Alex Graham 

donated a specialist ‘art’ work table 

to the Ararat College Art faculty. This 

table belonged to his lovely wife Ena, 

who recently passed away. Ena was a 

local watercolourist from Armstrong. 

We are very grateful for this gift and 

our talented developing students will 

put it to good use. 

Thankyou to Alex. 

Sheryl Lugg 

Art Department 

News from the Art Department 









February 2020 

Week 3 Monday 10  

 Tuesday 11 Doctors in School Visit 

 Wednesday 12 Year 9, 10, 11 Elevate Sessions 

 Thursday 13  

 Friday 14  

Week 4 Monday 17 Year 7 Family Evening 

 Tuesday 18  

 Wednesday 19 Year 7 Camp   

 Thursday 20 Year 7 Camp   

 Friday 21 Year 7 Camp   

Year 12 English Workshop Horsham 

Week 5 Monday 24 School Photos  

 Resilience Project 

 Tuesday 25 State School Spectacular Rehearsal Ballarat 

 Wednesday 26  

 Thursday 27  

 Friday 28  

March 2020 
Week 6 Monday 2 Black Ranges Swimming 

 Tuesday 3  

 Wednesday 4  

 Thursday 5  

 Friday 6  

Week 7 Monday 9 Labour Day Public Holiday 

 Tuesday 10 Student Leadership Team Camp  10/3 to 12/3 

 Wednesday 11 Year 7 Hearing Tests 

 Thursday 12  

 Friday 13  

Ararat College is committed to child safety (Ministerial Order No. 870) and takes all 

reasonable steps to ensure that the safety of our students is paramount. 

Ararat College acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country throughout Victoria. 

We pay our respects to them, their culture and their Elders past, present and emerging.  


